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IMPORTANT NOTICE

The installation guidelines for ECHO16 profile metal cladding are intended only as a guideline for common
details and general installation procedures. Details must be reviewed and modified as required to suit individual
project condition. The materials and methods indicated herein are specific to help maintain overall integrity of the
cladding system. Note that the specific design of the building and its construction may require variations from the
information in this guideline. The quality of the installation is ultimately reliant on the experience and
workmanship of the cladding contractor. Vicwest assumes no responsibility whatsoever regarding improper
installation or improper use of its products. If there are any questions, please contact your local authorized
Vicwest representative or visit www.vicwest.com.

RECEIVING MATERIALS

It is imperative to inspect all materials after its receipt to detect any errors in the order, damage to materials or
missing materials. If necessary, inform your supplier as soon as possible of your concerns with materials. Any of
the material that has been installed will be considered as accepted.

HIDDEN FASTENER WALL CLADDING SYSTEM

The exterior ECHO16 profile functions as both a structural component and the primary water-shedding surface.
The fastening system secures the profile while allowing for standard expansion and contraction under thermal
movement.

The ECHO16 profile is installed using a concealed fastening method. Fasteners are driven through the
concealed fastening leg with snap-lock and anchored to the structural support system. Once the adjacent panel
is engaged, the fasteners are fully concealed, providing a clean and continuous appearance.

Material Preparation

1. Verify that panel lengths are within the specified tolerances for the intended wall area.

2. Confirm that structural dimensions align with design requirements, from the top-of-wall elevation to the base
location.

3. Starter and termination panels typically require field cutting to suit project-specific conditions.

4. The factory cut at panel ends can exhibit minor edge compression as a result of the manufacturing
process. This condition does not constitute a product defect. Prior to installation, ensure the snap-lock is
sufficiently open to allow for proper sidelap engagement. If required, gently open the snap-lock using a flat
head screw driver or similar tool.

BEFORE AFTER

Installation Sequence

The ECHO16 profile may be installed in both vertical and horizontal orientations. Panels are installed
progressively, with each panel hooking into the snap-lock of the previously installed panel.

Vertical Installation:
1. Installation may proceed from left to right or right to left. This also allows for panels to be installed in two

directions from any given corner simultaneously.
2. The fastening leg with snap-lock must always be the leading edge during installation.
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Horizontal Application:

1. For horizontal installations, begin at the base of the wall and work upward.

2. Secure the top edge of each panel to the supports. The bottom edge of the next panel engages
into the snap-lock of the panel below.

3. This configuration directs the sidelap downward, minimizing water infiltration at horizontal joints
and promoting effective drainage away from the assembly.

Substrate Requirements

The supporting wall assembly must be properly designed by a licensed professional and
constructed to ensure adequate performance of the cladding system.

Structural Support

The substrate must be capable of supporting all applied loads, including dead load, wind load, and
any additional project-specific loads, as determined by the project engineer.

Alignment and Tolerances
Framing members and support systems shall be installed plumb, level, and true to line.
Irregularities in the substrate may result in panel misalignment, shape issues in panels, or
improper engagement of the sidelap.
Maximum variation from plane or location shown on shop drawings shall be 15mm / 10m
(5/8 inch / 30 feet).

Support Spacing

Girts, studs, or other structural supports must be spaced in accordance with project design
requirements and panel spanning capabilities.

Substrate Type

Acceptable substrates include steel framing, wood framing, or other engineered systems designed
to receive cladding attachments. All substrates must provide adequate fastening capacity.

Air/Water Barrier

A continuous air and water barrier shall be installed over the substrate, in accordance with the
project specifications and applicable building code requirements.

Thermal and Moisture Considerations

The wall assembly should be designed to accommodate thermal movement and manage moisture,
including the use of insulation, vapor retarders, and drainage planes as required.

Surface Condition

The substrate must be dry, clean, and free of debris or obstructions that may interfere with panel
installation or fastening.
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